
S E L E C T E D

Fables
over thePhone
with

S E L E C T E DNursery
Rhymes

and

S E L E C T I O N S  F R O M

FuninRussia
By GIANNI RODARI

❦

Translation Copyright 2005 by Mike Pasini



Translated by Mike Pasini

for

SAMSON DAVID RAPP

ANGELO LUIGI PASINI

OLIVER ABBOTT RAPP

VIVIAN COATES RAPP

MARIO ROY PASINI

LUKE THOMAS HOSMER

EMILY ELIZABETH PHIPPS

“No one knows the magic word. We have to look for it to-
gether, in every language, humbly, passionately, honestly, 
imaginatively. We have to help children look for it, even by 
writing stories that make them laugh. There’s nothing more 
beautiful in this world than the laughter of a child. And if one 
day all the children of the world could laugh together, all of 
them, without exception, it would be a great day.”

— GIANNI RODARI

Accepting the H.C. Andersen award, 1970
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C O N T E N T S

from FABLES OVER THE PHONE

Once upon a time … 5
The Unlucky Hunter 6
The Palace Made of Ice Cream 8
The Sensible Little Girl Who Counted Sneezes 9
Men Made of Butter 11
The Street Made of Chocolate 12
Brief, broof, brawf 13
Buying the City of Stockholm 14
The Famous Rain of Piombino 15
The Road that Didn’t Go Anywhere 16
The Sun and the Cloud 19
The King Who Had to Die 20
The Comet Magician 22
The Fisherman from Cefalú 23
King Midas 25
The Blue Traffic Signal 27
The Mouse that Ate Cats 28
So Many Questions 29
The Word Cry 31
Going to Sleep, Waking Up 32
The Number 75 Bus 33
The Moving Sidewalk 35
Educational Candy 36
The Cosmic Chick 38
Getting Stories Wrong 40
The History of Mankind 42

selected NURSERY RHYMES

The Squid 44
Stars without Names 45
How Many Fish Are in the Sea? 46
Impertinent Rhyme 47
Johnny Lostit 48
What You Need 49
The Man from Venice 50
Words 51
Really? 52
Matrimony 53
City Trees and Country Trees 54
Vesuvius’s Cough 55
Greetings from the Rivers 56
Nests 57

from FUN IN RUSSIA

The Boy with a Green Ear  59
Autumn Gold  60


